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Genealogy researchers frequently face the challenges of identifying and locating 
in the present some places of interest from the past. Using place names as web 
search keywords is often ineffective because of inherent limitations of generic 
search engines. Spelling or transliteration errors, use of multiple languages, 
similar or identical names in different locations and countries, occasional name 
changes and shifting national borders often introduce additional complications. 
Researchers can now take advantage of a variety of web-based resources – 
including digital repositories of historical maps and geographic information 
databases – that help to overcome many of those challenges, as demonstrated 
by illustrative searches for ancestral towns in Eastern Europe. This talk suggests 
an approach based on correlating information from multiple sources in order to 
“triangulate” correct locations and summarizes a few promising developments 
aiming to enhance capabilities of map-based web tools. 
 

 
Selected resources that might be helpful 

(Use may be subject to applicable copyright and/or licensing restrictions) 
 
 
Assorted gazetteers and similar resources 
 
[Book]: “Where Once We Walked: A Guide to the Jewish Communities Destroyed 
in The Holocaust” by Gary Mokotoff and Sallyann Amdur Sack, revised second 
edition published in 2002 by Avotaynu.Inc., Bergenfield, NJ, ISBN-10: 
0962637319; ISBN-13: 978-0962637315 
  
JewishGen Gazetteer: https://www.jewishgen.org/communities/loctown.asp and 
Communities Database: https://www.jewishgen.org/Communities/Search.asp  
 
Meyers Gazetteer - searchable version with historical maps: 
https://www.meyersgaz.org/ 
 
YIVO Yiddishland - Countries, Cities, Towns, Rivers: https://yivo.org/Yiddishland 
 
Selected gazetteers for Poland – via FamilySearch:  
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Poland_Gazetteers 

Directory of Towns and Regions in Poland: http://www.fallingrain.com/world/PL/   
 
 



Alphabetic index of localities of interwar Poland [ Skorowidz Miejscowości 
Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej ], published in 1934:  
http://www.wbc.poznan.pl/dlibra/docmetadata?id=12786&from=publication   
 
Geographical Dictionary of the Kingdom of Poland and other Slavic Countries  
[ Słownik geograficzny Królestwa Polskiego i innych krajów słowiańskich ], 
published in 1880-1902: http://dir.icm.edu.pl/Slownik_geograficzny/ 
 
Index of Places in the Kingdom of Poland [ Skorowidz Królestwa Polskiego ] 
published in 1877, Vol1: https://sbc.org.pl/dlibra/publication/11404/edition/10794 
and  Vol.2: https://sbc.org.pl/dlibra/publication/11653/edition/10795  
 
Kartenmeister Database Search Utility – database of locations and name 
changes for places located to the east of the present-day German-Polish border: 
http://www.kartenmeister.com/preview/databaseuwe.asp  
 
Database of Places in the Eastern Borderlands (“Kresy”) of interwar Poland: 
http://kami.net.pl/kresy/ 
 
Gazetteer of Austria-Hungary (~1900): 
http://www.austriahungary.info/en/gazetteer1900  
 
Assorted Gazetteers for Galicia: http://www.halgal.com/gazetteers.html  
 
Present and Former Place Names in Eastern Slovakia: 
http://www.iabsi.com/gen/public/kingdom_of_hungary.htm#oldnames  
 
Dvorzsak Gazetteer (1877) of Hungary: 
https://www.iabsi.com/gen/public/dvorzsak_gazetteer.htm  
 
Russian Empire Gazetteer – Lists of Populated Places in Imperial Russia [ Spiski 
Naselennykh Mest Rossiiskoi Imperii, S. Petersburg: Tsentralnyi Statisticheskii 
Komitet Ministerstvo Vnutrennikh Del ], published 1861-1885. 62 volumes 
organized by locality, first by Gubernia (province), then by Uyezd (county), and 
finally by Gorod (city) or Derevniya (village):  http://elib.shpl.ru/ru/nodes/9369 
In particular, for the former Vilna, Vitebsk, Grodno, Minsk and Mogilev Gubernias 
/ Governorates, see also https://www.radzima.net/ru/places/  
 
Google Maps World Gazetteer - http://www.maplandia.com/  
 
Assorted online repositories of historical maps 
 
Map archive of the Polish Military Geographical Institute [ Wojskowy Instytut 
Geograficzny (WIG), 1919 – 1949 ] – available directly via MapyWIG.org: 
http://english.mapywig.org/news.php and accessible also through navigation 
tools of the related Mapster Project http://igrek.amzp.pl/about.php , including: 



 
- Interwar (1924-1939) Polish 100K (1:100000) maps of Poland and adjacent 
areas: http://english.mapywig.org/viewpage.php?page_id=7, with a visual index 
at http://igrek.amzp.pl/mapindex.php?cat=WIG100  
 
- Interwar (~1930) maps of Poland and adjacent areas: 
http://igrek.amzp.pl/mapindex.php?cat=WIG300  
 
- Town and city street maps from Central and Eastern Europe: 
http://english.mapywig.org/viewpage.php?page_id=33, with a visual index at 
http://igrek.amzp.pl/mapindex.php?cat=TPEURCE  
 
- German maps – before 1919: 
http://english.mapywig.org/viewpage.php?page_id=44 and after1919: 
http://english.mapywig.org/viewpage.php?page_id=42  
 
- Austro-Hungarian maps: http://english.mapywig.org/viewpage.php?page_id=43 
 
- Russian and Soviet maps: 
http://english.mapywig.org/Russian_and_Soviet_maps_EN.htm 
 
Maps of Poland, 1772 [Rizzi Zannoni, Carte de la Pologne, 1772 ] - 24+ detailed 
maps of the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth prior to the partitions of Poland: 
http://igrek.amzp.pl/maplist.php?cat=ZANNONICDLP  
 
Topographic Map of the Kingdom of Poland [ Topograficzna Karta Królestwa 
Polskiego ], published in 1843:  http://bg.uwb.edu.pl/TKKP/?id=Nawigator  
 
Maps of the Old Poland [ W. Chrzanowski, Karta Dawnej Polski ] – covering the 
historical Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth, published in 1859: 
http://igrek.amzp.pl/maplist.php?cat=CHRZANOWSKI  
 
Illustrated Geographic Atlas of the Kingdom of Poland [ J. Bazewicz, Atlas 
geograficzny ilustrowany Królestwa Polskiego ], published in 1907: 
http://igrek.amzp.pl/maplist.php?cat=BAZAKP1907  
 
Road maps of the Kingdom of Poland [ Mapa Królestwa Polskiego ], published in 
1913: http://igrek.amzp.pl/maplist.php?cat=MKP1913  
 
3rd Military Mapping Survey of Austria-Hungary - 267 detailed Austrian maps of 
Central Europe, published in 1888-1910: 
http://lazarus.elte.hu/hun/digkonyv/topo/3felmeres.htm 
 
Historical maps of assorted towns in East/Central Europe – available via the 
Urban Maps Digital Project: http://www.lvivcenter.org/en/umd/  



Atlas of Central Europe [ G.D.Reymann's Special-Karte von Central Europa ], 
published 1832-1870 - 300+ detailed German maps of Central Europe:  
http://www.landkartenarchiv.de/deutschland_topographischespecialkarte.php 
Many of those maps are also available via the University of Wisconsin-Madison: 
http://mki.wisc.edu/content/historical-maps-central-europe-g-d-reymanns-special-
karte-1832-1870  
 
Gesher Galicia Map Room: https://maps.geshergalicia.org  
 
Historical maps at the Polish Museum in Rapperswil, Switzerland [ Cartographia 
Rappersviliana Polonorum ]: http://mapy.muzeum-polskie.org/english.html 
 
David Rumsey Historical Map Collection: https://www.davidrumsey.com/ 
 
Mapire - Historical Map Portal: http://mapire.eu/en/about/  
 
Moll's historical map collection: http://mapy.mzk.cz/en/  
 
OldMapsOnline search engine: http://www.oldmapsonline.org/about/ 
 
Assorted historical maps at the NYC Public Library - 
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/search/index?filters%5Bdivision%5D=Map+Divis
ion and at the Library of Congress: https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/  
 
 
Illustrative developments of new map-based web tools 
 
International Institute for Jewish Genealogy - Jewish Communities in Europe 
Project: https://www.iijg.org/tools-and-technologies/maps-of-jewish-communities/ 
 
MapWarper Project http://mapwarper.net and 
https://wiki.openstreetmap.org/wiki/MapWarper – with a new tool available via the 
NYC Public Library (NYPL) http://maps.nypl.org/warper/  
 
 
Background information about Poland’s border changes 
 
Poland's Border Changes, 17th century to 21st century – YouTube video (2’17”): 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gStzhyAdJ-I&feature=youtu.be  
 
Partitions of Poland /Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Partitions_of_Poland  
 
Historical Atlas of Poland [ J.M.Bazewicz, Atlas Historyczny Polski ], published in 
1918: several simple maps illustrating border changes from ~1000 to 1815: 
http://maps.mapywig.org/m/Polish_maps/various/Historic_maps/J_M_Bazewicz_
Atlas_Historyczny_Polski.pdf  


